HAWAII    AND     JAPAN
WHEN THESE ISLANDS first came to be inhab-
ited cannot be conjectured: whence is probable.
Tradition reaches not to their origin, although
curious fables of Hawaiian cosmogony do. But the
natives preserve the genealogy of seventy-three
kings, have the names of some of the South Pacific
islands, knew the direction of the Society Islands,
the nearest inhabited group, and have tales of then-
ancestors' coming thence; and their language is a
dialect of the one great family of Polynesian tongues.
When a Japanese junk came ashore at Aaialua, on
the Island of Oahu, and the natives saw the few
survivors, men looking much like themselves, who
had been drifting out of their course for nearly a
year, and were five thousand miles from their homes,
the missionary there told me that the first inference
and talk of the natives was, " Now we know whence
our fathers came from/' A number of well authen-
ticated facts like this point to the way in which all
the islands of the Pacific may have been populated,
and indicate, too, how the highly-civilised aborigines
of South America may have had their beginning
directly in a pair of Japanese blown off by a typhoon
from the shores of Eastern Asia, instead of our
having to trace them down from Behring's Straits
through the length of North America,
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